APRIL 26]                   ST PETER CANISIUS                            153

His release came about under circumstances which would have afforded
the press of to-day a real " sensation/' and the film-producers a no less
thrilling " picture." Somehow or other his cousin, Nicholas Tichborne,
and a friend, Thomas Hockshot of Mursley, Bucks, got to know that
the reverend prisoner would have occasion on a certain day to go down
the street for examination by the Justices, and that he would be accom-
panied by only one jailer. So they waylaid the pair, floored the guardian
and thus enabled his charge to escape. In the uproar which ensued, how-
ever, the two daring assailants were seized, and after " divers torments,"
both eventually paid the penalty of their generous and courageous act
of rescue, at Tyburn, 2oth August, 1601. The priest thus violently
set at large, did not enjoy his freedom long. For he was subsequently
recognized in the street by one Atkinson, " a fallen priest," who, like so
many of his class at that time, had turned spy and informer. The renegade
at once began shouting: "A Priest, a Priest, stop the Priest 1 " Mr
Tichborne sought to get out of the sudden danger by replying: " I am
no more a priest than you are! " but all in vain, for he was arrested and
shortly afterwards condemned (i7th April). He suffered at Tyburn,
20th April, 1602, together with the Rev. Robt. Watkinson, an alumnus
of Douay and Rome. It is said that while walking in London with a
friend, this latter martyr, who was an invalid, had been accosted by a
venerable old man who remarked: " Sir, you seem to be sick and troubled
with many infirmities, but be of good cheer, for within these four days
you shall be cured of all." Within the time prescribed, Mr Watkinson
had been arrested, tried, and condemned, and exactly on the fourth day
he consummated his glorious course beneath Tyburn Tree.

[Challoner: Memoirs, vol. i.    H. S. Bowden:    Mementoes of the
English Martyrs and Confessors^

APRIL 26
ST PETER CANISIUS, S.J., DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
(1521-1596)
WHILE the whole Church glories in Peter Canisius as one of the greatest
of her Saints, and latest of her doctors, two nations claim him as their
citizen. Peter Kanis, latinized after the manner of the time into Canisius,
was born at Nymwegen, 8th May, 1521. The town, though geographically
in Holland, ecclesiastically formed part of the Archdiocese of Cologne,
and had the privileges of a German Reichstadt. The father of the future
and second Apostle of Germany had been ennobled for his services as
tutor to the children of the Duke of Lorraine, and at the time of his son's